REMARKS 

By this amendment, claims 20 and 25-26 are amended, and claim 27 is cancelled. Claims 
5-6, 19 and 21-24 remain in the application. Thus, claims 5-6 and 19-26 are now active in the 
application. Reexamination and reconsideration of the application are respectfully requested. 

The Applicants thank the Examiner for considering the references listed on the Form 
PTO-1449 submitted on August 13, 2003. The Applicants note, however, that the Submission of 
Corrected Form PTO-1449 filed on September 24, 2003 indicated that Document AB listed on 
the August 13, 2003 Form PTO-1449 was incorrectly identified as U.S. Patent No. 5,664,221 to 
Li et al. The corrected Form PTO-1449 submitted on September 24, 2003 correctly identified 
document AB as U.S. Patent No. 5,644,221 instead of U.S. Patent No. 5,664,221. A copy of the 
August 13, 2003 Form PTO-1449 with the correction of document AB made thereon in red was 
submitted with the Submission and the corrected Form PTO-1449 on September 24, 2003. For 
the Examiner's convenience, a copy of the Submission, the corrected Form PTO-1449, and the 
marked-up version of the August 13, 2003 Form PTO-1449 submitted on September 24, 2003 is 
submitted herewith. Accordingly, the Applicants request the Examiner to initial and return to the 
Applicants a copy of the corrected Form PTO-1449 to indicate consideration of document AB, 
which is correctly identified as U.S. Patent No. 5,644,221 to Li et al. 

In item 1 on page 2 of the Office Action, claim 20 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which the Applicants regard as the invention. In particular, claim 20 was indicated 
to be incomplete since claim 20 did not include a step which positively recited how the frequency 
of the measured signal is determined. Further, the Examiner indicated that it is unclear whether 
the "signal" recited in line 3 of claim 20 is the measured signal or a different signal. Claim 20 has 
been amended to overcome its rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph. In particular, 
claim 20, as amended, recites "a method for transmitting a signal for use in a frequency measuring 
device". Accordingly, by amending claim 20 to recite "a method for transmitting a signal for use 
in a frequency measuring device", the Applicants respectfully submit that claim 20 does not 
require a positive recitation of determining the frequency of the signal in order to be complete. 
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Further, claim 20 has been amended to recite that the method comprises "supplying the signal 
from a plurality of gate circuits" and "receiving the signal from each of the plurality of gate 
circuits by a latch circuit". Accordingly, claim 20, as amended, clearly identifies that the signal 
which is supplied from the plurality of gate circuits is the signal which is transmitted for use in the 
frequency measuring device. Therefore, the Applicants respectfully submit that claim 20, as 
amended, is clearly definite and particularly points out and distinctly claims the subject matter 
which the Applicants regard as the invention. 

The Applicants thank the Examiner for kindly indicating, in item 4 on page 2 of the Office 
Action, that claims 5-6, 19 and 21-26 are allowable. Minor editorial revisions were made to 
claims 25 and 26 so as to improve their U.S. form. The Applicants respectfully submit that claims 
25 and 26, as amended are still in condition for allowance. 

Therefore, by amending claim 20 to overcome its rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second 
paragraph, the Applicants respectfully submit that claims 5-6 and 19-26 are now clearly in 
condition for allowance. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the 
present application is clearly in condition for allowance. An early notice thereof is respectfully 
solicited. 

If, after reviewing this amendment, the Examiner feels there are any issues remaining 
which must be resolved before the application can be passed to issue, it is respectfully requested 
that the Examiner contact the undersigned by telephone in order to resolve such issues. 



JRB/nk 

Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
January 23, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 



Mitsuo TAD A et al. 




Jonathan R. Bowser 
Registration No. 54,574 
Attorney for Applicants 
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SUBMISSION OF CORRECTED FORM PTO-1449 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Submitted herewith is a corrected PTO Form- 1449 to correctly identify Document AB listed 
on the PTO Form- 1449 filed on August 13, 2003 as U.S. Patent No. 5,644,221 to Li et al. 
Document AB listed on the August 13, 2003 PTO Form- 1449 was incorrectly listed as U.S. Patent 
No. 5,664,22 1 to Li et al. A copy of U.S. Patent No. 5,644,22 1 was submitted with the Information 
Disclosure Statement and Form PTO-1449 filed on August 13, 2003. Also submitted herewith is a 
copy of the August 13, 2003 PTO-Form 1449 with the correction of Document AB made thereon 
in red. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mitsuo TADA et al. 



By: 

Jonathan R. Bowser 
Registration No. 54,574 
Attorney for Applicants 

JRB(NEP)/edg 

Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
September 24, 2003 
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